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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
- REGIONR

841 Chestnut Building -
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-4431

Recommendation for Determination of

Imminént and Substantial Endangerment " DATE: 8-21-95

at the Pathan Chemical Site

Jack 0wens, On-Scene Cocrdinater )&-ﬁ@%w

Eastern Response Sectien {3HW31)

Abrahan Ferdas, Associate Director
Office of Superfund (3HWO02)

site;Name“end Locaﬁienz

pathan Chemical Company
425-47 E. Moyer Street

- Philadelphia,- Pennsylvania 19124

'owner/Operator-

. Mr., Naseer Kahn o

:Population Information/Area Description _

200 persons (estimated) live or work
within one block radius. The area .

- is primarily Residential.

Access: Restricted

cOordination with Other Authorities:'
State Contact: Mr. Rex Miller, DEP
Local Contact: Chief James Whalen, PFD
Other Contact: Evan Schofield, PWM .

SITE CHAnncszISTICs:ey

‘4=-Story Brick, U-ghaped 75 ft X 150 £t, .

in poeor condition..
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES PRESENT: |
Potassium Cyanide, Sodium Cyanide, Sulfuric Acid, BTC,

Barium Carbonate, Dioxin, Hydrochloric Acid, Vinyl
Acetone, Nitrocellulose, Formaldehyde, etc.

AR0O0OO ||



Threat to Public Health or Welfare or the Environment:
(Raferancas ara Section 300.415 of the NCP)
300.415(b) (2) (1) Actual or potential exposurs to
hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants by

_'nnarby populations, animals, er food chain.-

EXPLANATION: Thare is a variety of hazardous substances
which ars incompatibly stored in containers of varying
degreas of detericration. The nearest private

dwalling is connacted to the West end of the building.

‘Children and young adults play on a public parking lot

within forty-five feet of the Site.' A chemical release
from the Site would axposs nearby rasidants to hazardous
vapors and fumas.

'300.415(b) (2) (i1) Hazardous substances or pollutants or

contaminants in drums, barrels, tanks, or other bulk
storage containers, that may pose_a)thraat of releasa.

EXPLANATION: Drums and'other'cbntaineés of incompatible
materials are stored together and ara in poor condition.
Scmae ars rusted through and have leaked.

300.415(b) (2) (iv) Threat of firiio: gxplbsiqn.

EXPLANATION: The Sita was vandalizsd as recently as
July, 1993. The Fire Departmant is concarned that a fire
or explosicn within the structure would expcse the local
community to gotentially-toxic.smokn, fumes, and vapors.
The building is of old mill construction (heavy timbers)
and would become rapidly engulfed in flames requiring
avacuation of thc surrcunding ccmmunity.

300.415(b)(2)(v11) The availahility of other appropriatc
Federal or State responsc mechanisms to respond to the
raleaso.

EXPLANATION: Tho City of Philadolphia has raquested EPA

assistanca baecauss it dces not have the rasources to
stabilize the Site. The Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection has been informed of the
,3ituation, and thay are unablo to addross thn Site at
‘this time. ~
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Because or the factors outlined above. I have
determined that a threat to the public health or -
welfare or the environment exists at the Site, and I
recommend that the Site be found to pose an imminent
and substantial endangerment to public health, welfare
or the environment. This recommendation has been .
coordinated with the appropriate designee within EPA’s
Office of Sclid Waste and Emergency Response pursuant
to the requirements of Delegation 14~-14-A (dated
October 12, 1989).

Date: “JZ‘J

~ Approved:

.'Associate Division Director

List ot Supportinq documents: Incident Notification Report
Site Photographs
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Recorded Bv: P % as  LL - Muttowe Regiona 48 Nurmger:
veughire: O NRC Caf Numbor:_ A O AE | cqimepars . [ CRNumowr____
A. REPORTER 2onfidenuaiity Requested: ] * Reportad By @ w"‘
=Pnvacy Act Orgsnization Name:
| Organizeton: (check one) [ Discharger L3 #ublle D Stue jﬂ’ tocl  CJ Focorel [ unknown | J
- | *Addeass: ‘ ‘ | *Phone: L3/5° 1C£S 431:? it -
=y, - County: - (‘)b!...& St [ s A9 | Tor
B. Discharger Same AsA, O - omwmon. tchack onel () Private Co. [ Pusiie [J Stne [ Pederw ,{
Discharger Name: - ; ‘ - Phone: { } . ot
Cantagst Narme: . ) - S C o AR R and Phone: { ) ' Xt
Addresst : P N Facility ID Numbert ‘
C. Incident Y = smamumm 5{;:_&7 /‘ﬁ%_,ét-
Location Seme asB. O .
T o 632:5_ ‘1%&2#:&)@kggrumm
Discovery Date immiddiyyr | Soié Data-immigaivy: Sodl Tima (hAAnmk
Materiel Type: (chech onad  [J Unknown [J 08 Mﬂ s [J otes ‘ :
Matsrial Neme CHR!S CAINs. | UNDQTNa, | Oummity Units (Circle One) | Cuere. I Water
1. - - o - » urd.
M M : . : :'?‘"" e 711 .-W @
2. 7 . : o ] D J W
S ; 1 1 P k
soucectsom [drighwey Orsiwey  COrpsis  OQusy 2 Pixas Facity O Ovvr
{Check Any} GAanupm O veers- O oftshere UA:? LT unknown. .
Vlﬁd.lbotm.‘ Ne.: Nurr“ciflltu - Tank Capacityr Tﬂm.(““ . D“iﬂ! dﬂn’} ;
Sourze Descriptions . . ) : :
IR Medium Attected: (Chack Amp  UJnore  Dune - Doreundwene g}m
; o COar. o - Owew -0 wiie Fesitey- Unknows
Watsrway Attvcted: Y7 Ot K -
" Reported Couser Dmmawm Uowping Jome
{Chach Any) C! Equipfment Felluce - T Nanirst Phanomencn K’ .
. it -"
& ' Damage No. of Injuries:__ £ wenes - | No. of Dearthee 2 Rone | Property Damege > 350,000 [J

J. Actions

. mm«: (Sos Reverse Sidet £

M. Response
And

Evaluation

Agéney Nema: ' (Chack Ooed [ Loest [ sime OO O resers Teea O omes O Unknown |
Agency Mamet tChock One) L] Locet ' [ St [ Discharger [ Faderst O epa O oner O Unknewn

Amm.ﬂm' {Chathk One) GLned BS‘lm Dmm DM“ GEPA g gu&mvm ,
| | ‘AR00O0O | &4 '
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